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Family, ahd a fair Eftate,) whp did froin^his birth want 
his Hearing. Oft this.oceafjon J thought it very fuitable to 
give notice of a frnall Latin Treatfle, of this fame Authour, 
firft Publiflied in the year 1653, intituled De Loquela [of 
Speech, ] prefixed to, his Grammar of the Englijh Tongue 
( Writtenialfa in Lutin, ) Jftwhfcb Treatife of speech (to 
which he refers in this difcQurfe,* $nd on s confidence of 
which he'durft undertake that difficult talk) he doth very 
diftinftly lay down the manner of forming all Sounds of 
Letters ufual in Speech) as well of the Englifh , a? of other 
Languages,; which is, I think , .the firft Book ever Publi¬ 
shed in that (kind, (for * though feme Waiters formerly 
have here and there octafionally faid fbmething of the 
Formation of Tome particular Letters$yet none, that I know 
pf. had before him undertaken to give an account of all.) 
Whether any, fince him, have with more judgment and ac- 
curatenefs performed theTaroe, I will not take upon me at 
all to determine. In his Cram war of the Englijh Tongue (to 
which this of speech is prefixed) h.e hath fo briefly and clear¬ 
ly given an account of this Language , as may be very ad¬ 
vantages ,■> not only to Strangers .for the eafy attainment 
thereof, but even to the Englifh themfelves for the clear 
discovering ( which few take notice of) the tent genius of 
their own Language. 


A Relation, 

Concerning the Sal-Gemme-Mines in Poland; communicated 
by a Curious Gentleman of Germany, who,femeyearsfence, 
defended himfelf info thofe Mines, to the depth of 200 Fa¬ 
thoms, and, wen Jed about in them for the Jpace of three 
hours. 

T HE Mines of Sal-Gemme \r Poland, a mile diftant 
froi nMracevi*, near the fmaUTowifcQf UMizfawhkh 
(The Church excepted,) is altogether digged hollow,under 

ground. 
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ground,hath Eight defcents,of which the two chief, being 
in the Town it felf, are thofe through which the Salt js 
drawn up 3 the other two do ferve for letting down Tim* 
ber and other neceflaries. Thefe defcents, or holes, are 
five fquare, four or five foot long, and as broad, lined 
downwards thorough with Timber. Above, is a great 
Wheel, with a ftrong rope > of the thicknefe of a lufty 
arm, drawn about by a Horfe, like in a Horf-mill. 

He that will defcend, muft cover himfelf with a Frock, 
and have another man, that fattens another rope to the a- 
forefaid big rope , and having fo tyed it about himfelf as 
to fit in it, takes one in his lap and holds him faft about 3 
whereupon the big rope being let fomevvhat down, ano¬ 
ther faftcns likewife a piece of rope to the other thick 
rope, and does like the former, feating himfelf in it, and 
taking and clafping another man in his lap, and being alfo 
let down a little way gives place to others to do the like 5 
in which manner, thirty, fourty and more perfons may be 
let down all at once 3 of whom thefirft having touch’tthe 
ground, fteps out and goes afide, the reft following him and 
doing the like. And thus they defcend to the depth of 
100 Fathoms. But then they take a Lamp , and lead 
people about by ftrange paflages and Meanders, ftill more 
and more defcending, till they come to certain Ladders, by 
which they go down an 100 Fathoms/deeper, where there 
are double paflages and holes one above another, in abun¬ 
dance ; for the Mine-men dig on ftill, and cut out every 
where and on all (ides, as long as the Salt-vein lafteth, and 
Salt is found} but the Vein being loft, and no more Salt 
appearing in one place , they fearch for other Salt-veins 5 
whence come lb many holes and paflages out of one into 
another. The great holes, to fecure both the Town a- 
bove,and the work below from falling in, are very care¬ 
fully filled out and fupported by ftrong and well-compa- 
&ed Timber 3 of which there is enough in thofe Works 
to build a big Town with. 

Gut of thefe Mines they dig and cutout three forts of 
Salt 3 one is common, courfe and black 3 the fecond fome- 
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what finer and whiter3 the third, very white, and clear 
like Chryftal, The courfe and black Salt is cut out in 
great pieces, roundilh, and three Polonian Ells long, and 
one Ell thick, which cofts fifty to feventy Polonian Florins. 
Mean time the inhabitants of Cracorp have a priviledge , 
whereby a certain number of pieces is to be deliver’d to 
them, eight luch Florins the piece. The great pieces lye 
at Cracow about the Streets, before the doors of the Citi¬ 
zens 3 as allb in the Country, in the fmall Towns and Vil¬ 
lages, and before the Forts and houfes of the Nobility 3 
Where the Cattel, palling to and fro, lick of thole Salt- 
ftonesj which afterwards by Mills and other Engines are 
gtownd and beaten fmall for ufe. 

The Colour of thefe Salt-ftones is Darkifh gray, with 
fjme mixture of Yellow. The Inftruments, wherewith 
they are digg’d and cut out, have almoft all German names 
with Polonian terminations; for, when this Salt- work was 
firft found,(which is now above four hundred years ago ) 
the Mine-men, that fir ft began to work in it, were Ger¬ 
mans 3 whence the Poles have retain’d thole names of the 
Tools, but given them Pohjh terminations. 

Thefe -Salt-works belong to the King of Poland r who 
appoints and maintains the Officers of them 3 and ’tis one 
of his beft Royal Revenues, amounting to confiderable 
fums of moneys. There is no lels than a thouland men, 
that are conftantly employed in thefe Mines 3 and there 
was then a provifion of Salt, valued at two Millions. 

There are in thefe Works three Horles., that ftay always 
below having their Stable and other necefiaries there: 
they^ carry the Salt from the places, where ’tis cut and 
digg’d out, to thole 3 whence ’tis by the abovemention’d 
Wheel and Ropes drawn up , by a Horle above ground, 
going round about. The Hordes, after they have been a 
while under-ground, grow blind from the lharpnelsof the 
Salt 3 and all the three, which then laboured there, were 
quite blind 3 andone of them, that had been l'ongeft in 
thole Mines, had the hoofs of his feet grown as long again, 
as they are ulually„fo that each hoof was near a fpan long. 
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This Salt*work hath alfo beneath it certain Salt*fprings, 
whence the Saltwater is by Channels conveyed to feveral 
places, where ’tisboyled to Salt. 

But there is yet another Mineral Salt-work in Poland, 
viz. at Bochrta 5 but not fo well order'd, as the former. 
Befides there are divers other places in Poland , and in 
RuJJta alfo, which yield Salt} as at Holitz , Colomeja , Solum, 
Vintz, Ofaentz, &c. In the Vodolian defert, near the Ri¬ 
ver Rorijlhertet, is a Salt-lake, whofe water is by the heat 
of the Sun Wafted, and turn’d to Salt, fo that the people 
there ride into it with Horfes and Waggons , like unto Ice, 
and cut it into pieces, and carry it away 5 as the Polifh 
Hiftorian Cromerus at large relateth, who alfo affirms, that 
in the aforefaid Salt-work^ at Bochna they find a Frozen fub- 
ftancc, which by them is called Carbuncle , tiled by the peo¬ 
ple to purge their Bodies, by grating and drinking it in a 
convenient vehicle. 


The Way of making Vinegar in France , Communicated 
to the Publi fher, by an Ingenious Phyfitian of that 
Nation , living at a place , where much of it is 
made , 


T Hey take two great Calks, within each of which they 
put at the bottom a Trevet, which muft be one foot 
high, and as large, as the largnefs of the Calk permits. 
Upon this Trevet they put Vine twiggs, whereon they lay 
a fubftance call’d Rape , with which they fill both Veffels 
within half a foot from the top. This Rape is nothing 
elfe, but the wood or ftalks of the Clufters of Crapes, 
dryedand freed from the Grapes. The Trevet and the 
Vine-branches are put at the bottom of the Calks, only to 
keep the Rape from fetling at the bottom, it us this 
Rape. which alone heats and loWrs the Wine, The two 
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